). An alternative identification method which would be more rapid and specific is therefore desira- group-specific probes in hybridization tests using fungi (Wu et al, 1983; Specht et al, 1984 ; Klassen et al, 1987; Hintz et al, 1989 ). The use of RFLP (restriction fragment length polymorphism) analysis of DNA as an aid in ectomycorrhizal fungus taxonomy has been recently reported (Amstrong et al, 1989; Rogers et al, 1989; Gardes et al, 1990 Gardes et al, , 1991 (Garber et al, 1988) and have been extensively used as probes for rDNA of phylogenetically diverse fungi (Reader and Broda, 1984; Specht et al, 1984; Klich and Mullaney, 1987; Garber et al, 1988; Hintz et al, 1989; Laaser et al, 1989) (fig 2A) whereas the L bicolor isolates had major bands at 1.45, 2.0 and 8.0 kb (fig 1 A, (Garber et al, 1988 (Armstrong et al, 1989; Rogers et al, 1989; Gardes et al, 1990 (Armstrong et al, 1989) .
Taken collectively, our work and that of Rogers et al (1989) and Armstrong et al (1989) demonstrates the evolutionary conservation and utility of ribosomal gene probes for identifying ectomycorrhizal fungi. Rogers et al (1989) and Armstrong et al (1989) isolated DNA using CTAB-based procedures, used the same L laccata isolate (GM1774), and some of the same endonucleases, but hybridized the RFLPs with different ribosomal gene probes. The former used a non-specific plasmid probe from a non-filamentous fungus (pBD4: containing Saccharomyces cerevisiae ribosomal genes ; Bell et al, 1977) (Saiki et al, 1988; Gardes et al, 1991) . Amplification of rDNA and gene restriction patterns of the amplified DNA from ectomycorrhizal fungi and ectomycorrhizas are now under study in our laboratories.
